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Information from the household survey as reported by the Bureau of Labor Statistics 

indicated that there was no statistically significant change in the jobless rate from April to 

May. The upward “tick” from 5.5 percent to 5.5 percent reported in the media simply is 

meaningless. 

 

On the other, the April-to-May increase of 280,000 nonfarm jobs, an estimate taken the 

establishment survey, was statistically significant. 

 

Based on BLS information accessible at its website but not included in its monthly report,  

http://www.bls.gov/web/empsit/cpssigsuma.pdf, 

the following indicators registered an April-to-May change that was statistically significant:  

 

397,000 increase in the civilian labor force 

 

311,000 decrease in the number unemployed less than 5 weeks  

 

225,000 increase in the number out of work 5 to 14 weeks 

 

154,000 increase in the number jobless 15 to 26 weeks 

 

For the other 27 indicators, including the 272,000 increase in employment and the 125,000 

increase in unemployment, the month-to-month change was not statistically significant.   

 

The household survey data indicate nothing positive taking place in the U.S. labor force 

April-to-May. What is troubling and bears watching is the 397,000 increase in the number 

of persons out of work 5 to 26 weeks. Did this happen because large numbers of persons 

previously classified as jobless for less than 5 weeks in April remained unemployed in May 

and were classified as out of work for 5 to 26 weeks? 

 

The year-over-year data, on the other hand, indicate widespread improvement in the labor 

force. Employment rose by 2.9 million and unemployment fell by 1.1 million over the year. 

Persons working part time for economic reason dropped by 616,000, and long-term 

unemployment (26 or more weeks) decreased by 849,000. With the exception of teenagers 

and persons with less than a high school education, every other major demographic group 

experienced a statistically significant year-to-year decline in the rate of unemployment. 
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However, since May 2014 there has been no statistically significant change in the labor force 

participation rate. 

 

The BLS every month in its report on the employment situation in the United States 

publishes a 2½ page technical note. At present it does not include information on the 

statistical significance of changes in selected labor force indicators at the 90 percent 

confidence level. It should and Mayo Research Institute is calling on BLS Commissioner 

Erica Groshen to make that happen.  

 

A tick is a blood-sucking pest. It never should be used to refer to a change as if it were 

statistically significant when in fact it is not. Rip-and-read anchors and 

reporter/commentators who don’t know what a statistically significance difference is or 

don’t see the need to find out should not be reporting on the employment situation.    
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