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Two videos made public in the past several days record chilling statements made by two 
senior physicians at Planned Parenthood about crushing unborn babies to harvest their 
body parts. Both are women, one is a graduate of Harvard Medical School, the other a 
graduate of SUNY Upstate Medical University. Both are board-certified in obstetrics and 
gynecology. Both are well schooled in human physiology. Both know full well that the 
unborn child they are killing – they seem to prefer “crunching” or “crushing” -- is not a 
camel or a cabbage. That child is a living, growing, developing human being.  
 
Fifty years ago photos of the unborn child taken by Lennart Nilsson were published by Life 
magazine in a series called the “Drama of Life Before Birth.” One photo shows the entire 
child including head, arms-hands-fingers, legs-feet-toes, and torso at 16 weeks gestation. 
Another shows a child sucking his/her thumb at 18 weeks.   
 
Forty-two years ago Roe v. Wade decided that the unborn child is not a human person 

worthy of the protection of the Constitution. Thus, it is entirely legal to abort the unborn 
and since then more than 50 million have been killed. That is the essence of the defense of 
this grisly practice mounted by officials of Planned Parenthood that seems to be 
embarrassed by the public disclosure of their involvement in the harvesting of body parts, 
especially the liver, for medical research. They reason along with their supporters that the 
body parts are needed for research purposes. The president of Colorado State University 
(CSU) has stated publicly that research involving fetal tissue is being conducted there for 
the purpose of better understanding and treating cancer, Dengue fever, HIV/AIDS, and 
diabetes. In another time and another place, such medical practices were called 
experimentation.  
 
Located in California, Stem Express represents itself as “the only company of its kind to 
procure tissues and isolate cells for researchers’ individual needs.” The company offers 
new customers “10% off your first order up to $1,000.”  CSU is one of many Stem Express 
customers.   
 
The Nilsson photos, the much more recent evidence from ultrasound that shows the 
movements of the unborn child, and the public statements of the two Planned Parenthood 



physicians regarding specific human body parts that are harvested in the abortion process 
demonstrate conclusively that what is destroyed is not a blob of tissue, is not an appendage. 
It is a human being. If it were not so, why refer to what is harvested as human body parts? 
Physicians have known for a long time what happens when an unborn baby is aborted. 
Now the general public knows the essential truth of what takes place in an abortion clinic.  
 
This is an opportune time to debunk the “dilemma” involved in the special case of the 
pregnant woman whose life is threatened by her unborn baby. Who is to be protected? 
Who is to be sacrificed? The mother or the child? The answer, well-known throughout 
medicine, is that prior to viability the only way that the unborn child can survive is when 
the mother survives. After viability, the unborn child can be taken by caesarean section 
and placed in the care of neonatal specialists. There is absolutely no need to sacrifice the 
one for the other. 
 
Having said all this, what is truly revealing about the two videos of the Planned Parenthood 
physicians is not the killing of the unborn child or the harvesting of body parts. It is the 
demeanor of the physicians involved. Desensitized? Matter-of-fact? Arrogant? Coarse? 
Some students of the Holocaust argue that the perpetrators were just ordinary members of 
a virulent anti-Semitic culture that rationalized killing as right and necessary.   
 
Human experience alone tells us that the things a human being does often determines that 
person’s development. Good persons like Billy Graham and Mother Teresa are recognized 
and admired for their righteous ways. Evil persons like Eichmann and Mengele are known 
and feared for their wicked ways.     
 
It’s not just the killing of the unborn that matters. It’s not just the harvesting of their body 
parts for research that matters. It’s what the killing does to those who are engaged in the 
process. The killing hardens them into human beings who see what they do as right and 
necessary reinforced by a culture of death -- physician-assisted suicide, mercy killing, 
murder-suicide, euthanasia -- that increasingly accepts some human lives as no longer 
worth living. 
 
The Hippocratic Oath that I took upon graduation stated that “I will give no deadly 
medicine to any one if asked, nor suggest any such counsel; and in like manner I will not 
give a woman a pessary [a device inserted in the vagina] to produce abortion.” The revised 
Oath no longer contains those prohibitions. What once was deadly and forbidden is still 
deadly but no longer forbidden.  
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