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Donald Trump behaves as if he fully expects to win the Republican Party nomination for 

the presidency of the United States. He is entered in three early primary states – Iowa, New 

Hampshire, and South Carolina -- as a Republican. However, he is not fully committed to 

the Republican Party and its fundamental principles. Instead he is using the Party to stage 

his campaign for the White House.  

 

For all intents and purposes he is a party of one. He and no one else is a member of the 

Trump Party because he needs no one else. Trump knows he cannot win running under the 

Trump Party banner so he has hijacked the Republican Party.  

 

Trump does what other hijackers do. He takes control by intimidating and silencing the 

other candidates who are too frightened to fight back. He claims to be a counter-puncher 

but his blows all too often hit below the belt. As with many other hijackers he rants and 

raves in order to maintain control. He doesn’t need a gun. His bodyguards know what to 

do if an upstart tries to attack him in the open. 

 

Consider the kind of presidency that Trump would bring to Washington. A vice-president 

who does nothing but bow to Trump’s every whim and wish like a football player who does 

the coach’s bidding to get into the game. A cabinet with no real authority because Trump 

would become in effect, attorney general, secretary of defense, secretary of state, head of 

the Environmental Protection Agency and the IRS, though others would be appointed to 

those positions but only to do his bidding.  

 

Trump would threaten Congress with vetoes and executive orders. He would appoint 

himself to the Supreme Court when a vacancy opens up but not even Trump can do that. 

He would instead appoint another toady to do his bidding. His state of the union address 

would become a report on the state of the world according to Trump. 

 

Trump would begin designing a shrine to himself that dwarfs the Lincoln Memorial and 

the Washington Monument. His presidential library would necessarily find a location in 

Manhattan as a skyscraper. 

 



Trump’s attention span lasts less than a minute. He says whatever pops into mind at the 

moment. He disrupts the classroom by acting the fool and playing the goat, putting on 

whatever facial expression at the moment gets a laugh. He demands center stage and uses it 

to stir up his listeners who hang on to his every word and love his antics because he defies 

political correctness.  

 

Trump is under no one’s control because he does not depend on anyone for campaign 

funds. What he seems not to realize is that he’s not even under his own control. He’s a 

hyperactive man-child who drives his friends and colleagues up the wall. 

 

Trump is right: the political establishment in Washington is the problem. Washington 

insiders know full well how the government runs but are more committed to getting it to 

run well for their careers than to meet the needs of the public. Gridlock is their standard 

remedy because it gives them an opportunity to blame the other party and to hide or 

disguise their own self-serving agendas.  

 

If it weren’t for those radical Democrats, we could balance the budget, pay down the public 

debt, fully protect gun owner rights, and limit the scope of federal government control over 

our lives.  

 

If it weren’t for those nut-job Republicans, we could have universal health care, clean air and 

water, renewable energy, and a rebuilt infrastructure. 

 

Trump is not the remedy for what’s wrong with the Republican Party any more than Ross 

Perot was in the early 1990s. The Party must attract voters who are looking not for an 

entertainer who can amuse them momentarily but a leader who makes everyone in his/her 

circle better persons who then are willing and eager to put aside personal advantage for the 

good of the country. In addition, the Party must attract to public office not ambitious 

strategists who find ways to hang on inside the beltway whichever way the political winds 

are blowing but authentic public servants who find ways to sort through difficult public 

issues without destroying one another.      

  

Trump the hijacker, hyperactive man-child, bully, dealmaker, entertainer. Trump the 

counter-puncher, cheap-shot artist, narcissist, super hero, carnival barker. It’s 

understandable that many Americans would rather be entertained by an amateur comic 

than governed by a professional hack. Worse yet, it’s a tragedy. 
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